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The Catholic University of America

Office of Sponsored Programs and Research Services
Office of Technology Transfer

213 McMahon Hall

The Catholic University of America

Washington, D.C. 20064

202-319-5218
Fax: 202-319-4495
April, 2008
To: 
Grant/Contract Principal Investigator

Re:  
Required Notifications regarding Conflict of Interest, Drug Free Workplace, Invention Reporting, and NIH Publication Policies
1. Conflict of Interest

All Principal Investigators must complete and return the attached conflict of interest form relating to their grant award, research agreement, or consulting contract.  

Please note that you are required to complete the form for each individual grant or contract you receive.

Please return the form within seven (7) business days.  Failure to return the form promptly will delay release of funds for the grant or contract.

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research Services at 202-319-5218.

2.  Drug Free Workplace

Principal investigators must share this information with anyone receiving funding under their grant:

The unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession or use of a controlled substance or alcohol by an employee on university property or as any part of a university-sponsored program off campus is strictly prohibited. Individuals whose work performance is impaired as a result of use or abuse of drugs or alcohol (either on or off campus); who illegally use or abuse drugs or alcohol on campus or on university business; who violate any provision of the university’s employment rules or who have been convicted of violating any criminal drug statute while on university property or while participating in a university-sponsored program off campus are subject to disciplinary action. This may include termination of employment and referral to law enforcement authorities. As a condition of enrollment and employment, each faculty member and staff member will abide by the terms of this policy and will notify the Provost (in the case of faculty) and the AVP for Human Resources (in the case of staff) no later than five days after any conviction for a criminal drug statute offense or alcohol offense committed on university property or as any part of a university-sponsored program off campus. Failure to comply with these conditions will be grounds for disciplinary action. See the CUA Drug and Alcohol Abuse Policy at http://policies.cua.edu/employment/other/drugsalcohol.cfm. 
3. Invention Reporting

As a Principal Investigator, you have certain obligations to disclose and report any and all inventions and/or innovative discoveries made during the course of your research.  As described in the CUA Patent Policy, you are required to submit an invention disclosure to the Office of Technology transfer (OTT) within the Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) for all inventions, regardless of ownership rights in the technology.

The OTT will be responsible for making required disclosures to Federal government or other research sponsors.  Invention disclosures must be made to OTT in a timely fashion, in most cases with 30 days of discovery.

4. NIH Public Access Policy

Please be advised that a new Public Access Policy mandating electronic submission of manuscripts to the National Institute of Health (NIH) becomes effective April 7, 2008.  

This new policy affects any professor or researcher with NIH funding.  Specifically, the new Public Access Policy applies to any article accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008 if the article arose under: 

· An NIH grant or cooperative agreement active in fiscal year 2008

· Direct funding from an NIH contract signed after April 7, 2008

· Direct funding from the NIH Intramural program or from an NIH employee

The author/grantee must electronically submit a copy of the final manuscript, including any revisions made during the peer review process to the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central archive. The NIH Manuscript Submission System is online at  http://www.nihms.nih.gov/.

The author must also have the necessary copyright permissions, and he/she is to designate a time not later than 12 months after publication for NIH to make the full text of the article publicly accessible online.  At the present time some journals seek an exclusive copyright license from the author. An NIH grantee can no longer grant an exclusive copyright to a journal publisher with respect to an NIH supported manuscript. Accordingly, grantees will need to provide the following information to the publisher upon acceptance of any article for publication that reports on research supported by an NIH grant: 

“The research reported in this manuscript was funded in whole or in part by NIH funding and is subject to the NIH public access policy, Division G, Title II,  Section 218 of PL 110-161 (Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008 ). The Catholic University of America has retained non-exclusive rights in this manuscript that allow the final manuscript to be submitted to the NIH upon acceptance for publication, including all modifications from the publishing and peer review process, to be made available to the public in PubMed Central as soon as possible but no later than 12 months after publication.”
While it will be left up the author to submit the paper to NIH and to manage his/her copyrights in accord with this new policy, CUA will also ask principal investigators to sign a document at the time of receipt of the NIH funding that will grant the university a non-exclusive right to provide a copy of the final manuscript to the NIH upon acceptance of the manuscript for publication. 

Effective May 25, 2008, anyone submitting an application, proposal or progress report to NIH must include the PMC reference number when citing articles arising from their NIH funded research. 
For more on this new policy, see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html.

For more information on copyright considerations see http://www.arl.org/sparc/advocacy/nih/copyright.html . 

Questions on copyright may also be directed to the Office of General Counsel at 6028. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Sponsored Programs at x5218. 

Thank you.

Ralph Albano

Ralph Albano

Associate Provost for Sponsored Research

